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by his chance discovery of the young people's disobedience to his
orders as evidenced by "the exchange of letters. His wrath fell not
only upon them but on the unfortunate go-between, and for six
whole months he never spoke to his youngest daughter in punish-
ment for her connivance in the plot.

Matters were becoming serious when Alice, consciously or
unconsciously inspired by Mrs. Isaacs' successful example, fell
ill and took "to her bed. The family doctor could not, or dared
not, diagnose her complaint, but, since there was no improve-
ment, it was decided to call the famous physician Sir William
Gull into consultation. Sir William, who had no cause to fear
Mr. Cohen's wrath, was curt and explicit.

4'Give her the young man," he said, "and I promise you she
will soon recover. Otherwise she will die."

This ultimatum from so impressive a source was too much
oven for Mr. Cohen's resistance. There was little point in saving
his daughter from the clutches of this dreadful young man if
she was not going to live to profit by her escape. He therefore
capitulated gracefully, to the joy of his wife who had never
shared his misgivings but never dared to express her dissent.

During all this period of anxiety and stress Rufus had not
allowed himself to be distracted from his studies. By the autumn
of 1887 he had eaten the specified number of dinners and passed
all the necessary examinations. During the Final Examination he
met at the end of a morning session a friend who, having just been
subjected to the viva-voce examination, told him the question which
he had been asked and the answer which he had given.

Now Rufus had doubts as to the correctness of the answer and,
casting thoughts of luncheon to the winds, hurried off to the
library and diligently looked up the point.

When his own turn came to face the viva-voce examination,
lo and behold here was the very same question! and with
a silent chuckle of self-congratulation Rufus proceeded to
repeat out of his retentive memory all that he had crammed into
it during the luncheon interval. But no answering gleam of
pleasure was discernible in the examiner's eyes. "Young man,"
he asked sternly, "don't you read your Law Reports?" "Certainly
I do, sir/' replied the indignant Rufus. "Then why," said the
examiner,, "have you not discovered that the judgment which
you have just so extensively quoted has since been overruled by the
CoiHt of Appeal?"

But in spite of this deflating episode and his own gloomy
forebodings as the result of it he suffered no setback $ he was
qualified for admission to the Bar. He had been proposed for call